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PRESIDENT’S REPORT AGM 2020 
Welcome to the Annual General Meeting of the Otaki Bridge Club 2020. 

Well, what can we say about 2020 that has not been said before?  What a strange unsettling 

year!  However we have managed to get through it and survived well, thanks to everyone 

who helps to make this club the success it is. 

Firstly I would like to acknowledge and thank my fellow Committee members.  You have 

been a pleasure to work with as we have dodged our way through lockdowns and the 

challenges of the year.  I would particularly like to thank a couple of the outgoing members: 

– Helen Walker, our Secretary whose contribution to the smooth running of the year 

has been invaluable 

– Tim Horner, our immediate past president who has provided guidance and support 

as well as running the learners’ classes with Anne. 

Thanks also to Karen Pugh who continues to do an excellent job as Treasurer, keeping the 

books straight and ensuring that the club is in good heart financially. 

I would also like to acknowledge the work done behind the scenes to make sure that the 

club runs smoothly – thank you to those who do the dealing, scoring and directing and the 

coordinators of each session who spend a lot of time making sure that we have enough 

players for a good game and that the sessions run smoothly. Particular thanks to Graeme 

Wylie who trains the scorers and is always there to help with any computer issues and will 

come at a moment’s notice to fix any technical problems.  Thanks also to Carolyn, Pip and 

Emily who improved and maintain the garden, Barry for the cleaning and for being first call 

for odd jobs around the place, Eva for keeping the kitchen supplies constant and all of those 

who help at the beginning and end of each session with collecting table money, distributing 

and collecting boards, stacking the dishwasher, tidying the kitchen and all the other 

minutiae that really help us all. 

Thanks to Tim and Anne who have run a successful series of lessons (with a lockdown break 

in the middle).  Thanks also to Dorothy for her monthly improvers lessons which have drawn 

a strong regular group.  This has been a valuable innovation which came out of a suggestion 

at the last AGM. 

The club is in good health financially despite losing some income due to lockdown.  At our 

Special General Meeting in July,  the membership approved the money for the kitchen 

renovation.  Fortunately, we were able to get funding from the NZ Community Trust which 



will allow us to make these improvements without impinging significantly on our reserves.  I 

have just heard from the builder that the work will start in early December. 

Covid also meant that we did not manage to hold either of our tournaments, but on the 

positive side, a number of our players have expanded their bridge repertoire by learning 

how to play on line and joining with other players throughout the country during lockdown 

and beyond. 

The loss of Lyn Edwards who was the Friday Convener has seen our Friday numbers drop to 

the extent that we have had to cancel a number of sessions.  This is very sad and if Friday 

cancellations continue this will be a great loss to the club.  The committee is continuing to 

look for a person who can pro-actively build up Friday night play for our club.  In the 

meantime, Mary Growcott has agreed to do it until the end of the year.  Thanks, Mary. 

At a personal level, I have learnt a great deal this year – it has been a challenge and a 

pleasure.  Thank you to everyone who has encouraged me and those who have shared their 

knowledge and skills so willingly.  

I look forward to another great year of Bridge. 

 

Basia Arnold 
President    


