
OTAKI CONTRACT BRIDGE CLUB INC 
 

37th Annual General Meeting 
 

Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held in the clubrooms on  
Friday 6 November 2020 7pm 

 
Meeting Opened: Members were welcomed by the President, Basia Arnold, 

who noted it was pleasing we had a quorum (24 present including Committee members) 

 
Present: Dorothy Mackay, Lynne Eathorne, Ken Begg, Barry Kessell, Noeline Gimblett, 

Pat Whittle, Carolyn Graham, Jane Windle, Eva Lotka, Moira Wylie, Graeme Wylie, Suzan 
Bondi, John Miller, Sue Patrick, Anne Baird, Tim Horner, Joyce Hughes, Mary Growcott, 
Emily Williams, Pip Martin, Karen Pugh, Basia Arnold, Karen Scott, Elicia Gold. 
 

Apologies: Mary Campbell- Cree, Philippa Henderson, Marie Dowling, Vera Simpson, 

Aileen Lumley, Heather Jermyn, Naciye Bagci, Yurdakul Bagci, Cheryl Harper, Bridget 
Hannaway-Willcox, Ian Hayward, Eirlys Hunter, Laurence Millar, Alastair Pain, Jean Hollis, 
Paul Simons, Justine Taueki, Maree Cudby, Kerry Gerritson, Robyn Mitchell, Marian 
George, Anthea Black, Graham McGuire, Liz Hird, Ian Sheen, Joanne Gibbons, Gay 
Calderwood, Tricia Bayley, George Allan, Helen Walker, Kevin Walker, Helen Walshaw, 
Greg Durkin, Jan Payne 
 

Minutes of the 2019 AGM 
The minutes were circulated prior to the meeting.  Carolyn moved and Dorothy seconded 
that the minutes are a true and accurate record of the meeting.  

Carried unanimously. 

 
Matters arising from the 2019 AGM Minutes  

• Player Development: Dorothy’s refresher lessons have been very successful. 
Basia thanked Dorothy for holding them and members for supporting them. 

 

• Using Club Points instead of Percentages: Documents showing pros and cons 
and comparisons of results using both methods were circulated to members in 
March.  After discussion the committee decided to stay with percentages, which 
keeps us in line with other clubs. 
 

• Establishing Immediate Past President position on committee: The committee 
decided against this as there are generally sufficient committee members re-
standing to ensure continuity. If not, the past-president may be consulted as 
necessary. 

 
President’s Report 
Basia presented her President’s report which had previously been circulated. 
 Basia moved and Barry seconded that the President’s Report be accepted.  

Carried unanimously. 
 

Treasurer’s Report 
Karen presented her Treasurer’s report, noting that we had a drop in income of about 
$3,500 due to the lockdowns but expenses for that time were also lower. However we had 



$7,680 more income than expenditure as at the end of financial year, although there is still 
an insurance premium of about $3,000 yet to pay.  Karen thanked Noeline Gimblett for her 
sterling work over the years in collecting, banking and annotating the table money. Karen 
moved and Noeline seconded that the Treasurer’s Report be adopted.   

Carried unanimously.   

 
General Business/Motions 
There were two motions to be discussed and, as the proposers Suzan Bondi & John Miller 
needed to leave the meeting early, it was decided to move agenda item 13 up to item 6. 
  
Motion: That competition series be removed from Friday night play (Susan Bondi 
seconded by Elicia Gold) 
Susan spoke to her proposal, saying she felt that the fun had been removed from Friday 
nights and it was now too competitive. She said the social element had been lost and the 
monthly wine and supper wasn’t happening any more.  There was some discussion about 
this and it was pointed out that only some nights have competitions.  

Carried  
 
Motion: That Friday night bridge start at 7pm (John Miller) 
John spoke to his proposal, saying that some Fridays they weren’t finished until almost 
11pm.  Most members wanted to keep the start time at 7.20pm so as not to make it difficult 
for members who work outside the area to attend.   After much discussion it was apparent 
that it isn’t the starting time that is the issue it is the finishing time. The deciding factors 
are: the number of boards played, the number of tables and the speed at which the boards 
are played 

 Lost  
 

Committee Remit: 
That the meeting agree to amend the Constitution to increase the financial limitation 
on the Committee, from $6,000 to $10,000 (cl13A) 
Tim spoke to this remit saying that at present, a Special General Meeting or Annual 
General Meeting is required to approve expenditure over $6,000.  This amount was set a 
long time ago when it was a very substantial amount and we need to increase it to reflect 
21st century costs. Barry mentioned that the building needs rewiring within the next 12 
months and that will be well over $6,000. Karen P said the roof will need replacing in a few 
years and that will also be an expensive project.  There was some discussion as to 
whether we should modify the remit so that the committee may only spend up to $10,000 
once a year but it was pointed out that currently the committee can spend up to $6,000 as 
often as required so the remit stands as is.    

Carried 
 

Committee Recommendations: 
Basia moved and Jane seconded:  
a) that the Annual Subscriptions remain unchanged.  Carried unanimously. 

Basia moved and Dorothy seconded:  
b) that the table money is increased to $4.00 per session  
There was much discussion about this, especially regarding whether or not it would put 
some people off playing as often.  Dorothy said it had made no difference in Levin. The 
rationale is that current players need to pay for increasing current expenses and future 
building upkeep and we know there will be major work required in the future (eg. rewiring 
or a new roof).   

Carried.  



Election of officers: 
President: Basia Arnold.  Basia has agreed to stay on in this role. The membership 
thanked her and said she was doing a wonderful job. 

Secretary: to be appointed by the new committee 

Treasurer: Karen Pugh.  Karen has also agreed to stay on in this role.  Again the 
membership thanked her and said she was doing a great job. 

Committee: Eva Lotka, Pip Martin, and Lynne Eathorne have also agreed to stay on as  
committee members and Jane Windle  was formally  nominated prior to the meeting and 
voted in . This left three vacancies on the Committee and other nominations were called 
for.  Philippa Henderson (absent) had indicated to others a willingness to serve on the 
committee and was duly nominated by Ken and seconded by Carolyn and was elected in 
her absence. Nominations from the floor were Mary Growcott (Eva/Pat) and Elicia Gold 
(Carolyn/Basia).  All were duly voted in and thanked for their willingness to serve. 

Appointment of Reviewer:  
Karen P moved and Tim seconded that Kevin Walker be appointed as Reviewer for the 
2021 accounts. Kevin has agreed to this.    

Carried unanimously. 

Life Member:  
It is with much pleasure that we, the committee, unanimously agreed that Pat Whittle be 
made a Life Member for her services to our club over many years.  Pat has taught our 
bridge lessons, catered for our tournaments and Christmas functions, is often in the 
kitchen clearing up and doing dishes and is always willing to step in and play if a partner is 
urgently needed, all done with cheerful smiles. Pat was presented with a pot plant and a 
small plaque for her home. A framed Life Member Certificate will be hung in the 
Clubrooms. 

General Business: 
 

Prepaid tickets: 
These are popular and appear to be working well.  If you have tickets they cover a session 
whether the table money is $3 or $4.  To buy a new book of 10 will now cost $40.  There 
was some discussion about offering 12 for the price of 10 but this negates increasing table 
money and presents difficulties in the financial administration. 
 
Cleaner: 
Barry Kessell is standing down as our cleaner from the end of the year.  He has done a 
great job for many years and we sincerely thank him.   
 
Speed of Play: 
This issue arose while discussing the motion to start Friday night bridge at 7pm.  It was 
recommended that: 

a) players should not discuss the outcome of the first board before finishing all the 
boards in the round 

b) the clock should be used at all sessions 
 
As there were no further items of general business, Basia closed the meeting at 8.05pm. 


